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Little Cedar & Marshall Churchmouse

Holy Humor Sunday!!! GET YOUR LAUGH ON!!!!! .,',/ ?
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Holy Humor Sunday not only gives Christians an opportunity for ongoing celebrations of the greatest miracle in human history - Jesus' resur- v
rection - it also gives each of us an opportunity to celebrate, and give thanks for, our own smaller resurrections in this world and this life. A E U I A'
From time to time in our earthly lives, many of us have been dead - from illness, depression, physical injuries, emotional wounds, the loss of M
loved ones, financial losses - and yet have come alive and endured while looking forward to the Great Resurrection. ‘

If you Google “Holy Humor Sunday” on the Internet, you'll be amazed at how widespread Holy Humor Sunday celebrations on the Sunday after Easter have become among
churches of all traditions. It's clearly a movement of the Holy Spirit to shore up belief in the resurrection of Jesus. Many American churches are resurrecting this old Easter
custom begun by the early Greek Christians - "Bright Sunday" or "Holy Humor Sunday" celebrations on the Sunday after Easter.

And the ongoing celebrations of Jesus' resurrection are bringing large crowds back to churches on a Sunday when church attendance typically drops dramatically.

Holy Humor Sunday celebrations have become a tradition in churches that congregations look forward to. For centuries in all Christian faith traditions, the week following
Easter Sunday was observed by the faithful as "days of joy and laughter" with parties and picnics to celebrate Jesus' "Easter laugh." Churchgoers and pastors played prac-
tical jokes on each other, told jokes, sang, and danced. The custom slowly vanished in the last century as belief in the resurrection declined.

In 1988, the Fellowship of Merry Christians began encouraging churches to resurrect Bright Sunday services with the theme: "Jesus is the LIFE of the party.” This year the
theme is "Humor and Hope for the Hard Times."

Many churches responded enthusiastically and named it Holy Humor Sunday. Churches decorated their sanctuaries with helium-filled balloons with joyful Scriptural messag-
es, cardboard butterflies (a symbol of the resurrection), smiley faces, and posters emblazoned with messages like "Smile! God Loves You!" and "Christ is Risen! Smile!"
Congregations sang "Easter carols," based on the music of Christmas carols, with the lyrics composed by Lutheran Pastor Paul Lintern of Mansfield, OH. Choirs led congre-
gations in a variety of old and new joyful hymns and songs. Churches distributed to church members plastic Easter eggs, each with a clean joke or cartoon inside.

"Pastors welcome the Holy Humor Sunday idea when they discover that it is solidly grounded theologically and historically," said Rev. Kraft.

The First Congregational Church of Royal Oak, MI, staged a fully costumed series of baseball sketches in a nine-inning baseball Holy Humor Sunday service. Pastor John
Miller, dressed in a baseball uniform, pitched his sermon from the mound --i.e., pulpit - while two relief preachers warmed up in a makeshift bullpen on the side. In the mid-
dle of his sermon, a young coach stopped the service, said loudly, "John, you don't have it today," and called for a relief preacher. On Holy Humor Sunday at Westminster
Presbyterian Church in Portland, OR, Rev. Dr. Jim Moiso's sermon was titled "Foolish Joy."

On Holy Humor Sunday, many churches featured on their bulletin covers the Fellowship of Merry Christians' phenomenally popular print of "The Risen Christ by the Sea," a
painting of a joyful, smiling, triumphant Risen Christ surprising His disciples at the Sea of Tiberias.

Pastor Jim Arends of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in La Crescent, MN, said, "This gives us a chance to celebrate the joy of Easter in a fun way a week after we've
celebrated it in a glorious way . . . We don't celebrate this to increase attendance, but it has had that effect.”

Even in churches which did not have a Holy Humor Sunday program, many pastors, including western and eastern Catholic priests, acknowledged the "Easter laugh" theme
in their sermons on the Sunday after Easter.

For more of this article and on the ingenious ways that other churches have been celebrating Holy Humor Sunday, check out The Joyful Noiseletter's web site
at www.joyfulnoiseletter.com, or write to: The Joyful Noiseletter, PO Box 895, Portage, Ml 49081-0895.

Little Cedar and Marshall’s Holy Humor Sunday Worship will be April 7th. Come dressed in your brightest and funniest clothes. And don’t forget to bring at least 2 of your all-

time favorite (and clean) jokes! Let's all have a laughing good time together celebrating the greatest *happening’ in history that gives us permission to laugh in the devil's
face...JESUS’ RESURRECTION!

~Pastor Natacha Kemp


http://www.joyfulnoiseletter.com/hhsunday.asp
http://www.joyfulnoiseletter.com/hhsunday.asp
http://www.christiannewswire.com/news/266399612.html
http://www.christiannewswire.com/news/266399612.html
http://www.joyfulnoiseletter.com/
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Important Dates

April 3th
Marshall Council

April 7th
R.O.C. Meeting

April 14th

Confirmation @ Marshall
Senior LYO Meeting

April 17th
Little Cedar Council

April 24th

Confirmation @ Little Cedar

He's Alivel!

Pastoral Acts/
Prayers 2
Hours and Staff

From the Office 3

Congratulations to our Confirmation Students and their Families

NONNNNNNNNNNNNDN

Confirmation Sunday at Marshall is April 14th at 10:30am

Tyler Hanson
Parents Kevin & Carie—Mentor Luvern Hanson

Confirmation Sunday at Little Cedar is April 21st at 9:00am

Alyssa Anderson
Parents Dan Anderson & Crystal Smith—Mentor Joann Klingerman

Jacob Anderson
Parents Kent & Linda—Mentor Bill Klingerman

Ramsey Gilson
Parents Sean and Penny—Mentor Jaymie Poshusta
Colton Mandt
Parents Jim & Tara—Mentor Ron Milks
Carma Sheehan
Parents Bob & Jill—Mentor Mary Bergene
Gabrielle Smith
Parents Tracy & Angie—Mentor Carrie Sorgatz
Christopher Webber

Parents Matt & Kerry—Mentor Jon Thalberg

Prayers: Those known to have been hospitalized, ill or in need of prayers:

Hillary (Orvik) & Ben Hebl  Alice Sathre Lois Lewison
Orrie Anderson Taya Mergen Harold Wiste
Raeann Kane (granddaughter of Curt & Geneva Hamilton)
Julene Monteleone (granddaughter of June Wolf)

If you have a prayer request, please let the church office know.

Service Group/ 4
Ushers

Cause of the

Month

Youth 5-6

Council Minutes |7-8

Calendar Insert

Office Hours Are: Monday through Friday from 9:00am to 2:00pm

Sunday Worship: Little Cedar 9:00am Marshall 10:30am

Sunday School: September - May Little Cedar 10:00am  Marshall 9:30am

Interim Pastor Natacha Kemp nkemp001@]luthersem.edu

Office Administrator Kathy Voigt kathyvoigt@frontiernet.net
LC Education Director Tara Mandt taramandt@frontiernet.net
Youth Director Tara Mandt taramandt@frontiernet.net

Day Care Director Lynn Johnson Icdaycare@frontiernet.net
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Cause of the Month for April 2013

Marshall
“Youth Fund”

Little Cedar

“Kids Against Hunger”
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Thank you to the Little Cedar Worship Committee

1 1
1 1
i and all the actors & narrators of the Good Friday i
: IL Stations of the Cross service. It was a wonderful :
i / "7~ experience that had a great impact on how we see !
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1

Jesus’ story.

The Parables Remix Bible Study
Beginning April 4™, Pastor Natacha will be leading a
Bible study on Thursdays called the Parables Remix.
The class will be held at 10am and 7pm in the Library.
Come learn about Jesus’ parables as stories you can
relate to and understand. What is cool is that this
study illuminates understanding of Jesus’ original par-
ables with modern-day short film retellings of 18 par-
ables, including the Mustard Seed, the Good Samari-
tan, and the Two Debtors. Bring friends!

*Please note, no classes will be held April 18",
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Quilters meet at Little Cedar

on Monday, April Ist @ Ipm

Lutheran Men in Mission
Breakfast with the Bishop
Saturday, April 27, 2013 from 8AM to 10AM
$10/person

Cabela’s in Owatonna (on I-35 north of Owatonna)

This year’s theme is "Rooted & Growing in Christ.” Doug
Haugen, Executive Director of Lutheran Men in Mission,

Will share about how to build men’s faith, relationships, and
ministry and how to grow into relationship with Jesus Christ.

If you are interested in attending there is a sign-up sheet
On the bulletin board outside the office at Little Cedar
and also on the bulletin board at Marshall.

Deadline to sign-up April 19th.

Seder Meal Thank You:

Thank you to the Service Groups who helped prepare the meal and
the Worship Committee & Pastor Natacha for the preparation and
decorating. It was a very nice time of fellowship for Little Cedar and
Marshall.

ams Legion on Thursday, April 4th for an All-U-Can-

cost is $7.50 for Older Students and Adults, $3.50

|
i |
' |
| |
: Eat Taco Feed. We serve from 5pm to 8pm. The :
|
i |
I for Younger Students and Preschool is Free. :
|

Friends & Fellowship

Come join us on Tuesday, April 9th @ Little Cedar

Program @ | lam

All are welcome!!

ATTENTION LADIES OF THE CHURCH
Grace Lutheran of Austin invites you to GUEST DAY.
When: Saturday, April 13th
Time: 9:30AM

Guest speaker JoAnne Lower, from lowa is a fantastic storyteller and will keep
you entranced with her storytelling mission. Lunch will follow immediately
after her presentation. Please sign up outside the church office at Little Cedar

or on the Bulletin Board in the Narthex at Marshall by April 8th.

Meal at Noon ~ Cost $5 C\

WELCA Zumbro River Conference Spring Event!!

Thursday, April 18, 2013
Time: 4:45PM
Where: Zumbro Lutheran Church—Rochester, MN
Cost: $12.00 (includes dinner)
More information at the office or call

Millie Weness 507-582-3500
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Service Group #I|

Bryce & Kellie Nelson Family — Co Chairperson (325-4535)
Gayle & Lavonne Bergstrom — Co Chairperson (437-3009)
Russell & Karen Anderson (433-4846)

Orrie & Dorothy Anderson (582-3343)

Brad & Beth Stadheim Family (433-3221)
Steve & Pam Bamrick Family (582-7787)
Sue Barnes Family (993-6022)

Brian & Teresa Bergene Family (437-8663)
Bruce & Mary Bergene Family (584-0908)
Dorothy Bergene (582-3259)

Ward & Lois Bergene (582-3523)
Gordon & Terry Briggs (582-3594)

Deb Fasbender Family (582-7848)

Mary Finbraaten (582-3451)

Shari Wagner (582-3123)

Marjorie Bartholmey (582-8614)
Dorothy Triplett (582-3287)

Kerry Webber (438-8625)

Churchmouse

April
e Communion Clean-up 7" & 21*

e Deliver Meals on Wheels
[t thru 5% & 22" thru 30th

Coffee Hours 14™, 21 and 28%
-LYO has coffee hour on the |*
Sunday of the Month

-Extra on the 21st for Confirmation

e Serve any funerals held

Your Chairperson or one of your

Co-Chairpersons will contact you with
information for your service group.

Head Usher for April

Maynard Lewison

582-3324

Scripture Readers

f./f@;\. NOISY OFFERING April 7th— Joyce Halver

\ '"Jgj/

\'Etm- 4 i - 1
//;;@ ~ “f.r Sunday, April 14 you are asked April 14th— Jana Schammel & Chris Wolff
- >|[D: \:/

3 to bring your loose change for a
“Noisy Offering”. A metal con-
tainer will be passed around for you to
dropped your coins in (hence Noisy Offering)
making a joyful noise. Monies collected will

go to support the Southland Foodshelf.

April 21st — Steve Schroeder
April 28th — Carol Matheis

Spring is herel
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| \/) Vi R.O.C. I Little Cedar Communion Helpers |
“ '\ Our next meeting will be on Sunday,

L : [ April 7—Brandon B I
YOUTH April 7th at 5pm. We will have supper pril /—Dbrandon bergene
and some fun! Please sign up on the I April 21—Madison Wolff"
*
GROUP

bulletin board outside Tara’s office. I I
* . Newrs A

April Coffee Hour
April 7—Bill & Joann Klingerman, Leaders—Max and Phillip Milks

Senior LYO Little Cedar Youth-Led Sunday is April 14th:

Our next meeting is April 14, 2013. Readers: Jana Schammel & Chris Wolff:

Stay tuned for details!

Ushers: Michael Fasbender & Delanie Barnes «

Thank you to all the students who helped during Holy Week & to all the parents and
students who helped with the Easter Breakfast . We greatly appreciate it!

Mark Your Calendars! Senior Sunday will be on April 4th Taco Feed Worker Schedule—Chairperson—~Patti Hamilton
May 19th at Little Cedar and Marshall. This is for parents & high school students:

3:45 to 6pm—~Felten/Crumb’s, Gray’s and Barnes’
6 to 8:15pm—~Ciraig & Julie Hanson, Wolff’s, Gilson’s and Lamp’s

Educational News

Marshall Sunday School

Little Cedar Sunday School We will not have Sunday School
on April 14th.

Our lesson for the month of April is
‘The Last Supper’.

Mark your calendars—Vacation Bible School will

Our last day of Sunday School is May 5th. be at Little Cedar from July 29th to August 2nd.

Congratulations to our First Communion Students.
Woatch for news for First Communion at Little Cedar was on March 24th.

>

Good Earth Village sign-up! Malina Luke—Parents Lee & Lita

Briella Wempner—Parents Mike & Lynn

BIBLE Lydia Wik—Parents John & Christine
CAMP
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Confirmation News

Marshall Church Assistants Little Cedar Church Assistants U=Usher/Acolyte G=Greeter

April 7— U: Chris Webber G: Cody Crumb
*April 14—Ben Himebaugh Communion Family: Cody Crumb

*April 7—MiKayla Emanuel

*April 21—Tyler Hanson
*April 28—Asa Smith

April 14— U: Maya Luke G: Alyssa Anderson

April 21— U: Rachel Meany G: Ramsey Gilson

If you are unable to be at church on Communion Family: Colton Mandt
your given Sunday, contact another

April 28— U: Ramsey Gilson G: Dakota Johnson

Confirmation Student to replace or switch

with you and then let Tara know.
Confirmation Meals for April
3rd—Lee & Lita Luke

‘ |0th—Bob & Jill Sheehan
PP D 3 ' >Y | 7ch—Heather Felten
24th—]Jim & Tara Mandt

The Little Cedar Lutheran Church Council met on Wednesday, February 20, 2013 @8pm, following Lenten services.
Present: Karen Anderson, Gordy Briggs, Becky Hartwig, Pat Hinz, Bill Klingerman, Maynard Lewison, Joe Matheis, Lyn Meany, Tricia Milks,
Rod Nordeng, Mary Schmitz, Tracy Smith, Jaymie Poshusta, and Pastor Natacha Kemp. Absent: Nancy Smith. The meeting was called to
order by Chair Pat Hinz.

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER: Linda Gilles
CORRESPONDENCE/RECOGNITION of VISITORS: None

APPROVAL of COUNCIL MINUTES: A motion by Becky Hartwig, seconded by Bill Klingerman to approve the secretary’s minutes, for Janu-
ary, as printed. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Jaymie reported that in December 2012, the end of the month payroll was not entered into the Shepherd’s Staff
software program, so it did not show up until the January bank statement. Jaymie suggested that for the 2013 annual meeting report there
should be a report month 13, 2012, to show only the missing items from 2012. There will also be a 2013 report which shows only 2013 infor-
mation. A motion by Maynard Lewison, seconded by Gordy Briggs to approve Jaymie’s suggestion to correct the error made on Shepherd’s
Staff software: motion reads: for the 2013 annual meeting there will be a report month 13 2012, which will show only the missing items
from the end of December 2012. There will also be a 2013 report which shows only the 2013 information. Motion carried.

A motion by Mary Schmitz, seconded by Karen Anderson that corrections be made, for the 2012 accounting report, in the 2013 annual report.
Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

A. Building: Maynard reported that the sidewalk on the west side, leading to the daycare, needs to be replaced. It has sunk quite a bit. He
and Bill put some crushed rock down to make it safer for parents and children entering from the west doors. The daycare committee brought
to Maynard’s attention that the cupboard doors/end panel of the counter cabinet, in the daycare, need to be replaced. They are peeling/
chipping and it is a safety issue with the children. Maynard got a bid of $375, from Rick Bottema, for replacing the 10 doors and end panel. A
motion by Gordy Briggs, seconded by Tracy Smith to approve the hiring of Rick Bottema to replace the 10 doors, with new hinges, and an end
panel, for $375, material and labor. Motion carried. Maynard got a bid of $965 (material and labor) from Voigt Plumbing for a new water heat-
er that would be placed next to the old one, only to be turned on for use at the Lutefisk dinner, to handle all the hot water needed for doing
dishes. He got a bid for an under the sink instant hot water heater (electric) for $600 plus $400 to install and wire it. Discussion followed and
it was decided to table it for a few months, as is not needed at this time anyway.

(continued on page 7)
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Little Cedar Church Council Minutes continued from Page 6

B. Cemetery: Tracy Smith - no report at this time

C. Daycare: Linda Gilles and Karen Anderson reporting. They met recently and discussed the cupboard door replacement
and sidewalk issue, which was previously mentioned in the building report. Karen has been making quilts for the new babies
that come to the daycare. She was spending her own money but was recently given money from the daycare so was able to
make 5 more. To continue this gesture, she would need to be reimbursed for the cost of materials.

D. Finance: Jaymie Poshusta reported on who is part of the committee.

E. Life and Missions: Becky Hartwig reported that June Nelson and Joyce Halver are making visitations and that Carol
Matheis and Nancy Thalberg are their drivers. Cause of the month envelopes can be found in the narthex.

F. Personnel: Gordy Briggs reported on who is part of the committee. They met recently to update staff descriptions and
have set February 28th as Pastor Natacha’s evaluation date.

G. Youth and Education: Tricia Milks

H. Worship and Music: Pat Hinz reported on who is part of the committee and that they will be meeting in the coming
weeks to discuss Good Friday services.

Committee chairs are to get a list of their members to Pat so a new committee list can be typed up and handed out at the
March meeting.

PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor Natacha reported that the Interim Pastor’s Quarterly Report is to be sent in on February 28™.
She has been looking into copyright issues for recording church services and is waiting to hear back from a few places she
emailed. Pat Hinz also inquired about this with Augsburg Publishers. Pastor is looking at a Bible Study series of 18 lessons,
called the Parables Remix. Pastor also brought up the idea of a Messianic Passover Seder, which could be held March 13%,
in lieu of the traditional Lenten service. Discussion followed. The service would be led by a Rabbi from the Twin Cities. He
asks only for a place to spend the night. A motion by Tracy Smith, seconded by Becky Hartwig to proceed with Messianic
Passover Seder, as presented by Pastor Natacha. Motion carried. Rod Nordeng suggested that we purchase a night's stay
at The Rose Pedaler, for the Rabbi, following the service. Council agreed.

OUTSTANDING BUSINESS:

A. Shepherd’s Staff Software & Support for $375/year: Jaymie Poshusta recommended we purchase this. A motion by
Rod Nordeng, seconded by Mary Schmitz that we purchase the Shepherd’s Software & Support for a year at $375. Motion
carried.

B. Cause of the Month: discussion on whether council wanted to set a guaranteed amount each month for this. The mat-
ter was turned over to the Life and Missions committee to work on how to proceed with how often the Cause of the Month is
run and if there should be guaranteed amounts.

C. Water Heater: discussed under committee reports.

D. Screen mounting labor fees: Maynard Lewison reported that Larry Wilson and John Wolterman mounted the wall
screen. They ask for $15 each for labor fees. A motion by Karen Anderson, seconded by Gordy Briggs to pay Larry Wilson
and John Wolterman each the $15 labor fee. Motion carried.

E. Financial input from church organizations: Youth and WELCA will both be reporting their finances quarterly. Daycare
committee will meet with Pat Hinz and Jaymie Poshusta, in the coming weeks, to come up with a plan for reporting the fi-
nances of the daycare.

NEW BUSINESS:

A. New Constitution: copies of the new constitution will be printed up for council members, with a few extra to be kept in
the office. The printing will include the two changes made at the annual meeting, those being: 5 not 6 members on the
nominating committee and the auditing committee will have 3 members appointed by the council.

B. Camperships: a motion by Tracy Smith, seconded by Tricia Milks to pay $200 per camper to a religious camp, money to
come from the Lutefisk fund. Motion carried.

C. Railing to the altar: inquiry into this has been made by some members. The building committee will research this and
get back to council.

D. Fellowship Hall use: Angie Smith has been using the fellowship hall on some Saturdays, for scrapbooking retreats. An-
gie has inquired about the possibility of using it on a Friday night and Saturday. A motion by Karen Anderson, seconded by
Gordy Briggs to charge $50 for the Friday pm/Saturday combo use of the fellowship hall. Angie is to contact the church of-
fice the Thursday prior to the retreat and to have the deposit in at this time and to follow the rental agreement that is in
place, and to know that church activities take precedence. Motion carried.

E. Cemetery Secretary: the new constitution states that the cemetery secretary should be appointed by the council. A
motion by Tracy Smith,_seconded by Mary Schmitz to appoint Janet Stephenson as cemetery secretary. Motion carried.

F. Devotions for March: Rod Nordeng

A motion by Gordy Briggs, seconded by Tracy Smith to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:50pm with members praying the Lord’s Prayer.

Linda Gilles, Council Secretary &27 > SRR
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Marshall Council Meeting Minutes ~ March 6, 2013

Marshall Church council met for its regular meeting March 6, 2013. Present: Pastor Natacha Kemp, Dale
Himebaugh, Darrell Gordon, Brenda Hanson, Gib Seimers, Andrew Sprau, Gary Kulow, Rhonda Hatle,
Carie Hanson and Cathy Sprau. Absent: Jerry Sprau and Luvern Hanson.

Chairman Dale Himebaugh called meeting to order. Secretary's report was given for the month of Febru-
ary. Financial secretary and treasurer's report was given by Carie Hanson (in the absence of Luvern
Hanson, treasurer). Total offering for the month of February was $3,352.84. Cause of the month was
$177.10, Rachel's Hope. Total offering thus far for 2013 is $6,395.05. Reviewed expenses. A motion by
Gary Kulow to accept reports. 2" by Gib Seimers. Motion carried.

Cause of the month for March is Brevig Mission. A motion by Gary Kulow to give to a youth fund for
April's cause of the month. This would help with expenses for our youth activities. 2" by Darrell Gordon.
Motion carried.

Pastor Natacha shared the menu and preparation for the “Seder Meal” that will be held during our Lenten
service on March 13, 2013 at Little Cedar. She is obtaining information about the copyright issues for
taping our worship services.

Old Business: Gary Kulow gave a report of the personnel committee. Reviewed the job description for
the pastor.
Dale Himebaugh has contacted Schmitz Electric to check on the proper discharge of our water softener.

Gary Kulow shared some suggestions for the replacement of the church's roof. Suggested we look at
channel steel as an option for the roof. He will check about getting an estimate for this. Dale
Himebaugh will obtain estimates for the other options for the roof.

Outside step's carpet needs to be replaced. Gary Kulow will check with carpet dealers for estimates for
this. Will need to wait till at least May to do the replacement.

Discussed the taping of the worship services. Marshall will need to purchase equipment to do this.
Shared different options for this. Andrew Sprau will check into the variety of equipment available. Will
obtain estimates for the different options to use.

New Business: The blacktop on the road by the church made need to be sealed this year.
will table for now. A motion by Gary Kulow to adjourn meeting. 2" by Andrew Sprau. Motion carried.

Meeting closed with the Lord's Prayer.

Submitted by: (pending additions or corrections to these minutes at the next meeting)
Cathy Sprau, council secretary

2oy~
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An Easter Message from Bishop Usgaard of the SE Minnesota Synod
Partners in Ministry:

It 1s the last sentence in Luke's passion narrative; it goes almost unnoticed: "On the Sabbath they rest-

ed according to the commandment."

What a week: the entrance into the city, at table for the last supper, garden prayers mterrupted by be-
trayal, accusations confirmed by a rooster's crowing, mocking and beatings, the weight of a cross too
heavy, darkness and the curtain torn and his final cry, "Father, into your hands I commend my spirit,”"
another good man named Joseph, the spices and ointments prepared. That 1s enough for anyone's

week. But now they could rest.

What a week. But for you, partners in ministry, it has been more than a week, 1t has been 40 days. In
addition to your ongoing schedules, you have mvited your people to join in the journey to Jerusalem.
There have been Wednesday services and activities, unique learning opportunities, weekend musi-
cals, Lenten devotionals, and special home-bound mvitations. And now, 1n the holiest of weeks, the
triduum of Eucharist and cross and Baptism. I know what 1t 1s like. It 1s so important, and 1t 1s so tir-

mg. But now you also can rest.

Except not quite yet. First there comes a trip to the tomb now empty. There we see the linen cloths
laying. We meet the angels come once again to proclaim good news. It 1s Easter morning. It 1s the
very center mn our life of faith. It 1s the high poimnt of our church year. There remains worship work to
do, yet not really work. Now 1s celebration. Now the flowers have come alive. Now the music echoes,

the bread and wine are poured. Now we proclaim that Jesus Christ 1s risen, and we sing "The Strife 1s
O'er, the Battle Done."

It 1s then, 1n that promise, that we are truly able to rest.

Easter blessings to you.
Hawrold Usgaard

Bishop SE MIN Synod
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